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OPEN WIDE THE DOOR

September: “Explore the Door”
Welcoming “IN” and Grow as Disciples.

September 13— Your Personal Door
September 20— Recognizing Jesus’ Knock over
“other Sounds”

September 27— Know the Door’s Dimension

October: “Door to Sacred Spaces and Places”
Going “OUT” to be Salt and Light
in the Community.

October #
October 17
October 18

Making Church Sacred

Making Sacred Space at Home
Making Work/School a Sacred
Place

Making your Health Club/Coffee
Shop/Street Sacred

October 28
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Every doctor’s visit includes a “Reading of the
Pulse.” This one little thing tells so much about
the health of the patient. It is usually the first
thing done upon entering the exam room, and the
first thing the doctor looks at on your chart.

You probably know that congregations also have
a “Pulse.” It's good to keep track of this pulse
which says so much about the health of the
congregation.

| hope what I'm about to share increases your
own adrenaline, thus increasing your “spiritual
heart rate.”

Good News! I've had my finger on Peace
Lutheran Church’s pulse and | have to say...

Peace Lutheran Church has much potential...
God is placing before us amazing opportunities.
Here are a few:

Five Baptisms in a month! ... Some
through our Congregation Ministry.
Some through our Little Lambs
Preschool Ministry. One for a family
“looking for a church that welcomes
children!”

Twenty-Eight youth in # and §' Grade
Confirmation Instruction this Fall! We
will celebrate being “crowded” in the
music room where we hold class.

Twenty-Five new children in our Sunday
School (preschool-"8grade) who

weren’t a part of our Sunday School last
Fall. Twelve of these are children who
have turned 3-years-old and will enter
Sunday School for the first time.
Thirteen other children of various grades
whose families have started worshipping
regularly at Peace.

Ten Families who are ready and may
choose to officially “belong” to our
community of faith at Peace later in

September. Five additional families
worship with us regularly and will be
invited to one of our “Discovery Classes.”

Thirty-Two 8" and 9" graders had a
“Matthew Party-Lock-in” on August 20-
21. What was so unique is that only half
of these youth were members of Peace.
The other half were their “invited friends”
who might not have a church or a
relationship with Jesus!

| have to tell you that 95% of these new
worshippers attend our later service. This is part
of the “cultural shift” in our community.

Watch for a Brochure put together by Pastor
Rankin that will soon be in your mailboxes. It
demonstrates how we are continuing to develop a
healthy — broad expression of worship. The 8:00
a.m. Service will generally be “Classic Praise,”
while the later service will be a 50/50 mixture of
“Classic Praise” and “Journey/ Family Worship.”

| will leave the news about... Turbo Small
Groups... Sunday Morning Adult Education
Opportunities... Fall Kick-off of our Men’s
Monday Morning Breakfast/Bible Study... and
more to Pastor Rankin.

Is your heart racing yet? Keep your finger on
Peace’s Pulse!

God isOPENING WIDE THE DOOR!

Pastor Schudde
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Looking for something interesting and exciting
to do on Monday afternoons in September and
October?

As Pastor of Discipleship, one of my duties is to
be on the look out for informative, interesting,
and edifying theological classes and events that
lead to growth in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

This year,Concordia Bible Institutat
Concordia University Wisconsin has come out
with a great series of classes that does just that.

These Adult In-Depth Bible Studies are being
offered from September $1to October 28 in

the “Friends of Concordia” room. All classes
meet from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Class
materials, snacks and beverages are provided.
All you have to bring is your Bible and maybe a
friend if you like. The cost is $30.00 a class, or
$165.00 for the entire series of 6 classes. If two
or more people register together, it is $150.00 for
the 6 classes. These are the classes being
offered:

September 21: “Was There Really a Global
Flood?”
Rev. Dr. John Buuck

September 28: “Predestination”

Rev. Richard Wohlers
October 5: “Ephesians”

Rev. Dr. John Saleska
October 12: “Even the Wind and the

Waves Obey Him!: The

Miracles of Jesus”

Rev. Dr. Dan Paavola
October 19: “Numbers”

Rev. Dr. John Saleska
October 26: “Cultural Challenges to

Christianity Today”
Rev. Dr. John Oberdeck

As you can see, this is quite a line up of extrgmel
interesting and informative classes. | hope you
have the opportunity to attend one if not all of
these timely presentations.

By the way, the director of théoncordia Bible
Instituteis Dr. John Saleska, who is teaching two
of the classes. He was a seminary professor of
mine a few years back, and | can assure you he
really keeps the classes interesting! His soft
spoken and light hearted manner is entertaining,
and his depth and knowledge of Holy Scripture is
amazing!

| believe these classes will be time well spent, fo
you will certainly come away with a greater
understanding and appreciation of God’s Word.

To sign up for the classes, you can call 262-243-
4577 or fill out the form at the information center
in the narthex.

In Christ,

Pastor Rankin

THERE’S A
C1LASS FORYOU
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Starting September f'3we will be offering d.ife
Light course on the book of Genesis. Just what
did happen, “In the beginning...”? If you're not
familiar with Life Light, you need to know that it
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is an extraordinary in-depth study of God’s
Word. Each participant will receivel#fe Light
“magazine” with study notes and questions.

This is a class for those who want to delve
deeper into God’s Word. There is some home
work involved, but the rewards are great! I've
yet to meet someone who has takéisife Light
course that doesn’t come away with a better
understanding of the book they were studying.

This class is open to all, but you do need to sign
up. The class will be facilitated by Gary
Plopper and Ron Dukatz.

Also starting on September*,3s a video study
calledThe Challenge dSLAM This study
comes to us from Lutheran Hour Ministries, and
is exceptionally relevant to much of what’s
happening in our world today.

There will also be a sign up sheet for this class t
make sure we have enough study booklets.
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Join the Flock at Sunday School!
(/" =4 Yo% *

WELCOME BACKI!!!
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| love the beginning of the new school year.
There is something about the feeling of the
excitement that fills the air that is really
stimulating.

Of course first you have to prepare, so you walk
out your door, open your car door, and get to the
store to get all the new things that you will need
for school. Then you pull up to the store, open
your car door so you can get out of your car and
then you open the door to the store and go inside
to get your new school stuff.

Then you once again open your car door and
come back home. Open your house door so you
can come inside to put all your new stuff away.

OOPS! Time to see your school and meet your
teacher.

So you open you door so you can go to your car,
open your car door, so you can go to your school,
drive to your school, open your car door again, so
you can get out, open your school’s door so you
can go inside, and then you open the door to your
classroom to meet your teacher.

But, now it is time to leave. So, once again, you
open the classroom door to go back into the
school. Open the school’s door so you can get
back to your car, and then open your car door so
you can drive home, and then open your house
door so you can come inside and .........

Talk about all the doors that you had to open!!
What does this have to do with Sunday School?
You will find out on September ¥3which is the
first day of Sunday school.

Children, wear your new t-shirts!!

But first don't forget to register on August”BO

Christine Radloff & Nikki Nelson
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Can you believe that it's that time of year
already? Summer is almost done, and the fall
activities at Peace are ready to start up.

If you enjoy singing, | hope you will consider
joining our chancel choir this fall, as we have a
great need for new members. We have a lot of
exciting things planned for the upcoming year,
so this is a great time to give us a try!

The choir meets every week between services at
9:30 to prepare music for the upcoming weeks.

God's gift of music has a unique way of
touching our hearts, and we hope that our “sung
prayer” can enhance each week’s liturgy and
help open hearts to the Holy Spirit. We sing
music of a wide variety of styles from twentieth
century spirituals and hymn arrangements, to
contemporary Christian music, to music from the
classical, baroque and renaissance periods.

This year we plan to kick things off with a
special Choir Supper on Thursday, September
10". Watch the weekly bulletin for more details.
Regular rehearsals begin Sunday, September
13", at 9:30 am in the sanctuary.

Whether you’ve sung in a choir before or not, we
would love to have you join us this fall to lift ou
voices together in praise to our God!

Please feel free to call me at 414-915-3155 if you
have any questions.

Blessings,

Tom Halverson

Join the Choir...

You'll Be Glad
You Did!
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Each month at Peace we celebrate an important
“Faith Stepping Stone.” During September that

“Stepping Stone” involves our 3-year-olds.
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On Sunday, Septemberghey will enter

Sunday School! We also have each child (often

holding moms and dad’s hand) come to the back
of the church during worship. There they receive
the baptism plaque with their name on it and the

date of their baptism.

It's a very big day for them. Help celebrate this
event with the following children:

Benjamin Aranda
A.J. Bedroske
Austin Drayna
Logan Gottfried
Blake Heckman
Ava Jakubowski

Madelyn Beckman
Samuel Boesel
Jacob Good

Lillian Hardy

Tyler Hockett

Caty Lou Kaczmarek

Payton Mueller Daniel Radloff
Isabella Sholty Tessa McFarlane
Emily Winn
.8 $  91*%

Starting September 14, 2009, our Men’s Bible
Breakfast will kick off for the year. We meet in
the Gathering Place at church for breakfast every
Monday morning at 6:00 a.m., and we have great
food, great studies and great fellowship. YOU are
invited to COME and join in!

Our opening study for this year is a video study,
featuring Dr. Paul L. Maier oriHow we got the
Bible". This study will take you behind the texts,
exploring in fascinating detail the process by
which God's Word is preserved and transmitted to
the world. I'm sure it will inspire a deeper
appreciation for Scripture and the history behind
its formation.

| hope to see you there!

Pastor Rankin
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September 1%at 7:00 p.m. is also the beginning
of our new studyLifeOvers — Upside—Down
Ways to Become More Like Jesly’ Gracie
Malone.
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Sound confusing? Well, sometimes God’s word
seems a bit “upside down” — the last will be first,
in giving we receive, there is strength in
weakness... What does this all really mean?
These lessons may be confusing until we delve a
little deeper. The Holy Spirit has a way of
revealing just what we need to learn.

The cost for the 13 week class is $10 for the
book and materials. Sign up on the poster board
in the narthex to reserve your copy of the book.

Melody Erblich & Lea Ann Frank

Little> Lambs of Peace>
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K-4 classes

The four year old classes are getting ready to
start a fun-filled new year beginning with the
study of the body! They will make “body
papers” and learn how their internal organs
function while they color and glue these organs
to their body papers. September also brings
Olympic Fun! The four year olds will participate
in their own Preschool Olympics at which time
they will receive their own gold medals!

Threes classes

Mrs. Webb and Mrs. Balisteri are getting ready
to help our three year old students transition into
their first school experience without Mom and
Dad. They will begin with activities surrounding

colors and shapes and getting to know our school
friends. The three year olds will also be engaged
in learning experiences to help develop their
independence and build self esteem!

Two-Toddlers

Session | begins Septembef"&hd the toddlers
will once again enjoy Art, Music, Large Muscle
Movement all within a fun, safe, and
educational setting!

Little Explorers

September is Fit and Fun! Little explorers will be
learning physical fitness, diet, and exercise. Wha
is a healthy snack and how does healthy food
affect our bodies? Exercise has never been so
fun!

<6- *4 %*

Fall C.O.T.L. Parent Meeting

Who: All Sr. High Youth & Parents
Date: Wednesday, September 23
Time: 7:00 PM

Location: Founders Hall

Bring your calendars, ideas and energy as we talk
about our plans for COTL for this year. Included
in the discussion will be registration information
for next year's summer event. The National
Youth Gathering in New Orleans!!

9" Grade Confirmation Learning Event

9" Graders and parents don't forget to have
Saturday, September%@narked on your
calendars! We will begin the morning together
with a Faith 101 review at Peace at 9:00 a.m.

After this parents will be released and we will be
taking the & graders on a downtown church tour
finishing up with lunch at Bucca’s.



7"/8" Grade Confirmation Retreat

Where: Camp Edwards

East Troy, WI

September 25-26, 2009

6 p.m. Friday — 3:30 p.m. Saturday

Dates:
Times:

This year’s fall retreat will focus on prayer! We
will spend some time learning about this as well
as taking time to relax, enjoy each other, canoe,
and toss shoes onto the moose head; shaving
cream anyone?

Permission slips will be distributed soon, please
return them to the church office.

Confirmation

Servant Event Recap

On Sunday, August fBthe high school youth
were able to lead the service and share with the
congregation the experiences they had while on
the Servant Event in Richmond, VA this past
summer. In case you missed the opportunity to
hear their thoughts...I'll allow you an inside

look into what one of the youth had to say about
the trip here!

“By day number five of our scripture themes, |
think everybody had a clear understanding that
not everything revolves around them self.

During the work week, we had no choice but to
look at the world around us and realize the far

greater troubles that humans face. During our
normal day to day lives back home, it is easy to
forget those that we don't normally interact with,
but | also realized how much easier it is to serve
on a mission trip than it is to serve our own famil
members, peers at school, and our coworkers.

But God didn't call us to be Christian like just
during mission trips. He asked us to be living
children of the light and to be godlike to
everybody, and not just when serving on a church
trip.

Ephesians 4 states that we must always be kind
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

It has only been one month since the youth
returned from Virginia, and already | have strayed
from what | have learned. | have been
unforgiving, disrespectful, and | tend to pray only
for myself, asking God to help me out with my
problems only, and | tend to forget to pray for
others’ hardships and even to be thankful for what
| do have. | think about how hard my life is
sometimes, but | am reminded of the spirited
individuals | met in Virginia whose lives are
challenged far more than mine in the form of a
mental disease, but still they have no bitterness o
rage towards God.

The song Give Me Your Eyédy Brandon

Heath , which | have grown to love, explains how
people are darkened in their understanding and
separated from the life of God and others because
of their ignorance. It also explains how we need to
see how God sees through the lyrics, “give me
your eyes for just one second, give me your eyes
so | can see."

The most important thing | learned while working
in the hot and humid Virginia climate building
ramps for the elderly and disabled and working in
the food pantry for the poor and hungry is to put
off my old self which is being corrupted by
deceitful desires, and to put on new eyes and be
like God in true righteousness and holiness.”

~ Leah Kritter ~
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Hales Corners Lutheran Church ladies are
inviting all interested ladies to attend the LWML
meeting at their church.

The gathering will take place on Monday,
September 12at 7:00 p.m. and will be a
presentation of the happenings at the recent
convention in Portland, Oregon.

The new mission goal is $1,825,000 for the 2009
— 2011 biennium, an increase of $125,000!

Jean Christian
LWML Coordinator
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Our annual
Secret Sis
gathering will be held on Sunday, September
20", 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in Founders Hall.

We welcome all women of Peace to attend.

Secret Sis is a program that provides the women
of Peace an opportunity to share their faith, to
support and to encourage another woman of
Peace for one full year. We do this with a small
note, gift, prayer or anything else you can think
of. We also keep our identity a secret for thé ful
year.

We have one annual meeting in September. We
also have outings or do a charitable event. Here
are some of the upcoming events:

October: Step out walk for diabetes

November: Holiday show at the Mitchell Park
Domes

December: Milwaukee Admirals hockey game
We meet at church and do a carpool to the event.

What a wonderful way to get to know fellow
women of Peace. Hope you will join us!

If you plan on coming to the gathering on
September 20or have questions please see
Stephanie Montano, head of Secret Sis program.

Thank you & God bless — see you there.

Stephanie Montano

) %% %% |

| was sitting in the church office the other night
waiting for a meeting to start. The Gathering
Place was busy so | sat at the secretary’s desk
with my notebook and my purse. | bumped the
computer mouse, and the screen saver on the
computer popped up.

The picture was beautiful, and the quote under the
picture caught my eye. It said:

“God is not a deceiver that He should offer
to support us and then, when we lean upon
Him, should slip away from us

The statement was written by St. Augustine, an
early Christian who lived from 354 to 430 AD.

That got me thinking. We all know the quote
about the lilies of the field and the birds of tie

We know what that means but it tends to fade into
the background of our daily lives. With TV
everywhere connected to 24 hour news blasts we
are inundated with bad news about recessions and
economic downturns. There is too much bad



news! But if we focus on the Good News, the
situation is not as dire as the TV paints it.

Our God promises to give us all that we need.

He clothes the flowers in beauty that can’t be
matched by anything a human being can do. He
knows what we want, He knows what we really
need and He knows the difference even when we
don't! | believe He does and always will provide
His children with what they need.

Don’t get me wrong, | am concerned about being
a good steward, about paying my bills and
feeding my family. But I'm convinced that God
will take care of me. | do not stay up nights
worrying about how I'll take care of myself.

Even if | lose everything | have, | trust in the
Lord.

Take another look at the TV news. A tsunami,
earthquake or tornado hits — what happens?
People come together to help. When people are
in trouble God sends someone to help them. Oh,
did you think that it was your idea alone to help
out? You were inspired by the Holy Spirit. The
outpouring of love and care toward others comes
by opening our hearts and letting Him work
through us.

So after contemplating St. Augustine’s quote
about the nature of God, | did what any modern
woman would do -- | Googled him.

He was a student and a teacher of the Gospel,
and hisConfessiongontain much that is
guotable.

Here’s one that really spoke to my heart:

“Find out how much God has given you
and from it take what you need; the
remainder is needed by others.”

Wow, that is profound. Take what you need,
that is why He gave it to you. The remainder is
needed by others -- find out who they might be
and pass it along.

Even at those times when we may have needs,
God wants us to share. As God'’s children we
know we can accept the love He gives us through
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others. And we all have times when we need
something. Share it, and let God’s love surround
you.

| believe that this applies to every part of me lif

because the Bible says everything is a gift from
God. Time, talents and treasures are gifts, and
they are to be shared. Whatever is going on in

your life right now is a gift from God. Every day
is a brand new package!

I’'m so glad | was led to God’s family at Peace
Lutheran. And | am so glad | bumped that mouse!

Sue Slottke
Chair, Stewardship Committee
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What on Earth is

going on?
By Mark Hitchcock
Multnomah Publishers

Another quick read (I seem to like those!), this is
a must-read book to assist us in interpreting
current events with what has been prophesied in
the bible.

The author describes what September 11, 2001
attacks have set into motion and what else can be
expected as the world becomes more intimate (ie,
moves toward one world leader, one world
currency, the mark of the beast).

He also encourages us to get our Spiritual affairs
in order and reminds us that no one but God
knows when Jesus will be returning to earth.

New books are being added monthly to our
growing library—check them out!

Allyson Doerflinger
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Psalm 78
A psalm of Asaph

=My friends, | beg you to listen as | teach. | will
give instruction and explain the mystery of what
happened long ago. These are things we learned
from our ancestors, and we will tell them to the
next generation. We won't keep secretthe
glorious deeds and the mighty miracles of the
LORD. (CEV)

What a fitting time to reflect on the lessons
handed down from our ancestors. This psalm
reviews the lessons God taught his people and is
important to reflect and remember even today.

Although it is one of the longer psalms, it telfs o
God'’s extreme patience and mercy toward those
who truly love him. It is full of guidelines for
today’s people who desire to open the door of
their heart to him and who seek to have a closer
walk with him.

| am so grateful for the verses:

#3Yet God was kind. He kept forgiving their sins
and didn't destroy them. He often became angry,
but never lost his temper. God remembered that
they were made of flesh and were like a wind
that blows once and then dies down.

| pray that as we begin this new season of
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study Classes
that you will listen and teach.

Melody Erblich
Ladies of Discovery
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On October 11, 2009, we will be celebrating the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and all of
their work. The Hales Corners, Ebenezer, and
Peace — Racine ladies have been invited to join us
at either service.

One of the LWML mission projects voted on at
the convention was that $80,000 be used for the
delivery of more than 100,000 quilts. These quilts
bring love into the lives of needy people around
the world. Most of these quilts are made by
groups within a Lutheran church, including our
own congregation.

At this time we will have an ingathering of your
mite boxes, so continue to fill them with your
“loose change”.

| pray that you will plan on joining us in this
celebration and thanksgiving.

Jean Christian
LWML Coordinator
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A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who
supported Anna's Wishes Team in the Auguét 22
Walk/Run for Wishes.

It was a beautiful day down at the lake front.
Anna's team showed a strong presence, with 22
people walking or running the 5 kilometers.

Thanks to the generous, and heart felt response
from many of you at Peace we raised over
$1,100.00, to make wishes come true. This would
not have been possible without your help.

Thank You.
Karen Cieslak
And do not forget to do good and to share with

others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
Hebrews 13:16 (NIV)
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celebration and thanksgiving.

Jean Christian
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Believing that the Christian life is strengthened
by being shared, a group of Christian women in
Yuma, Arizona, meet monthly for Bible study,
personal sharing, and accountability. Not
unusual, of course, but what they call themselves
is a bit uncommon.

The unique name they have chosen for their
group is the Desert Pearls. Why the name? One
of the women, Wendy Bryant, explains, "The
image of small grains of sand being churned
about inside an oyster shell and eventually
becoming beautiful and valuable gems is not
unlike ourselves. Without Christ, we are just
grains of sand. With Christ, we are changed into
'pearls’ valuable to God. God wants us to shine,
to be whole.’

Wendy Bryant tells of how the members of the
group are learning to trust God, others and

11

themselves. She asks this challenging question of
the rest of us, 'When are you going to crawl! out of
your oyster shell and share your beauty - your
gifts from God - with the church?’
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The Women'’s Ministry at
Peace has been renamed to “Ladies
of Discovery” to better reflect what
we are...Ladies discovering that the
LORD is good.

In November we’re going to “Taste and see that
the LORD is good”(Psalm 34:8at a luncheon event
here at Peace from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Not only will we taste and see that some special
foods were given in the Promised Land, (take a
look at Deuteronomy 8:8) we’ll taste and see that
God’s word is a special source of nourishment as
well.

Further details will be in next month’s Peace
Notes, but we just wanted you to mark your
calendar for November"o taste and see that the
LORDIis good.

Melody Erblich
Ladies of Discovery
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Gretchen Barg
John Mollwitz

Elyssa DuKatz
Ethan Ford
Ashley Patin

Jessica Fabian
Ryan Heckman
Jenna Szalewski

Thomas Fabian
Lindsay Paulus
Bridget Stachewicz

Susan Dzieminski
Brittany Montano

Cathy Scalzo
Gregory Shuler

Olivia Gottfried
Debbie Rankin

Jeremy Frank
Erik Kust
Tom Loppnow

Judith Knitter
Jack McCarthey

Allyson Doerflinger

Sam Carey
Ronald DuKatz
Donovan Gillmore
Scott Radomski

Benjamin DuKatz
George Halverson
Pat Strube

Janice Tollefson

Tyler Barry
Rachel Nimmer
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September 3

September 4

September 5

September 6

September 7
September 9
September 10

September 11

September 12

September 13
September 16

September 17

September 18

September 21

Emily Vanderschaaf
Karen Bublitz
Beverly Springer
Marilyn Thompson

Lisa Gottfried

Seth Besson
Cindy Holbrook
John Roche
Rachel Shuler

Tyler Buechs
Stareen Troeger

Linda Davis

September 22

September 24
September 25

September 28

September 29
September 30



